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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 7, 2010

Contact: Gordon Johndroe, 202-778-1292

OVER $1 MILLION IN NEW GRANTS FROM CLINTON BUSH HAITI FUND 

TO REBUILD LIVES & LIVELIHOODS
WASHINGTON, DC - The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund (CBHF) today announced $1 million in new grants aimed at creating new jobs and promoting economic opportunity in Haiti.

Reflecting the shared vision of founders Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, more than 230,000 generous donations made to-date will fund these new grants and have a powerful impact on helping post-disaster Haiti build back better. 

The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund is focused primarily on longer-term reconstruction, especially job creation and the promotion of economic opportunity. The success and sustainability of reconstruction will depend in large part on a more vibrant, decentralized, inclusive, and competitive economy – an economy where every Haitian has the opportunity to achieve his or her full potential. 

Post-earthquake Haiti’s challenges are many, but among the most compelling and critical is the need to create jobs and economic opportunity. CBHF will do this by:

· Supporting the restart, expansion and creation of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, to which women are often key contributors;

· Empowering people and enterprises by helping them access the formal business sector;

· Promoting job creation, particularly jobs with a direct social benefit, such as in health and education;

· Providing life skills and job training to people, especially youth, so they can embrace economic opportunity.

The legacy of building back better will be future generations of Haitians for whom the country’s vicious cycle of aid-dependency is history.

The grants announced today will create opportunity for Haiti’s workers and businesses in key industries - garment production, microfinance, the artisan community, and the health sector.
Institut National pour le Développement et la Promotion de la Couture (INDEPCO) 

INDEPCO's network of seamstresses and tailors consists of over 600 ateliers (workshops) employing 6,852 people throughout Haiti. CBHF’s grant to INDEPCO will allow it to repair a key building to house displaced ateliers, complete an order for 40,000 school uniforms, and expand its atelier network, employing more garment workers.

Haitian Emergency Liquidity Program (HELP)

The catalytic grant from CBHF will contribute to launching HELP, an emergency liquidity program that will give recovery grants to key microfinance institutions (MFIs) with approximately 50,000 clients - including support for businesswomen, as well as rural borrowers. HELP will buy earthquake-affected loans from microfinance institutions, providing them fresh funds to maintain their lending operations and preserve their capital base. The program is designed to help stop the contraction of lending by key MFIs and allow them to expand. 

BRAC 

BRAC will use its decade of experience running a limb and brace center in Bangladesh to establish a similar center in Haiti. Through collective grants from CBHF, American Jewish World Service, Child Relief International, and Grapes for Humanity/US, BRAC will provide prosthetic and orthotic services to 1,500 Haitians in just over a year, enabling youth to return to school and adults to take advantage of work and livelihood opportunities. Within two years the center will be Haitian run and staffed - in addition to manufacturing and repairing prosthetics and orthotics on-site.

Aid to Artisans (ATA) 

Funding for ATA will help re-establish over 3,000 artisan production jobs and expand local retail revenues by a projected 10-15% over the next six to eight months. ATA will provide Haitian artisan businesses throughout the country with product development and design consulting; arrange buyer trips in areas capable of production and delivery; position Haitian artisan goods at international gift fairs; and execute targeted retail training to stimulate demand for Haitian artisan products.

About the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund (CBHF)

The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded after Haiti’s January 12, 2010 earthquake, when President Barack Obama asked Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush to lead a major fundraising effort to assist the Haitian people. The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund primarily focuses on longer-term, sustainable economic reconstruction designed to help the people of Haiti rebuild by creating jobs and promoting economic opportunity.

To make a donation to the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund, visit www.clintonbushhaitifund.org or text the word “QUAKE” to 20222 to donate $10. This donation will be charged to your cell phone bill.
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